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| POLITICAL SCIENCE |

What is Democracy?
Why Democracy?

( Fastracl« Revision )

» Democracy Is a form of government In which the rulers

are elected by the people. According to Abraham Lincoln,
‘Demacracy is government of the people, by the people
and for the peaple.’

In a democracy, the final decislon-making power must rest
with those elected by the people. If in a country there Is
a Fformally elected Parliament and government but the
real decision-making power lies with those who are not
elected, then it Is not a democrocy. This Is obsarved In
dictatorshlps and monarchles. Poklstan also witnessed
such a sltuation in 2002.

wiedge BOOSTER

In August 2002, a 'Legal Framework Order' that
amended the Constitution of Pakistan, was Issued by
w General Musharraf. On its basls, the President could
S dismiss the national or provincial assemblles.

» In Pakistan, General Pervez Musharraf led a military coup

In October 1999. He overthrew a democratically elected
governmant and declared himself the ‘Chlef Executive’ of
the country.

Later, he changed hls deslgnation to Presldent and In 2002,
he held a referendum In the country that granted him a
five-year extenslon. Electlons were held after passing thls
law, but the final decision rested with the military officers
and General MusharraF himselF.

» A democracy must also be based on free and falr elections

where those currently in power have a Fair chance of

losing. The elections must offer a real cholce betwean

polltical alternatlives and It should be possible for people

to use this cholce to remova the existing rulers. This can be

better undarstood by the way electlons are held In China

and Mexlco.

> Onlythose who are membears ofthe Chinese Communlst
Party or elght smaller partles allled to It are allowed to
contest electlons in China.

> In Mexico, people seem to have chalce, but In practlice,
this was not true. There was no way the rullng party
could be defeated, even IF the people were agalnst It.
The ruling Institutlonal Revolutionary Party (PRI) used
many dirty tricks to win electlons.

wiedge BOOSTER

Estonia has made its citizenship rules In such a way
that people belonging to Russlan minority find it
) difficult to get the right to vote.
TR

» In a democracy, each adult cltizen must have one vote and

each vote must have one value. Democracy is based on the
fundamental princlple of political equality and It has been
adopted by a number of countrles but in some countries,
thls principle Is not followed.

A democratic government rules within limits set by
constitutionol laws and cltizens' rights. It should allow
sufficlent room For normal political activity In the period
before electlons. Also a8 democratic government should
ensure that the baslic rights of It's cltizens are protected
with the help of an independent judiciary. This was not the
case In zimbabwe,

Zimbabwe attained independence from White minority
rule In 1980. Since then, the country has been ruled by
ZANU-PF, the party that led the freedom struggle, The
party leader, Robert Mugabe, has bean the Preslident of
the country since independence,

Elections hove been held regularly and alwoys won by
ZANU-PF. Presldent Mugabe was popular but also used
unfalr practices in elections. Over the years, Mugabe's
Government changed the Constitution several times to
increase the powers of the President and make him less
accountable.

» The following arguments are given In favour of democracy:

» A democratlc government |s a better government
because It Is a more accountable form of government.

» It improves the quality of declsion-making.

» It provides a method to deal with diIfferances and
canflicts.

» A democracy Is better than any other form of
governmant in responding to the needs of the people.

» It offers better chances of good declsion, It respects
paeople's own wishes and allows differaent types of
peaple to live together,

» Howevar, democracy Is criticised on the followlng grounds:

» Leaders keep changing in a demaocracy. This leads to
instabllity.

» Democracy is all about political competition and power
play. There Is no scope for morality.

» Many people have to be consulted in a democracy and
it leads to delays In declslon-making.

» Democracy leads to corruption for it is based on
electoral competition.
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Q.

Q8.

Q4.

Q5.

Q6.

Q7.

Q8.

Qo.

Q 10.

& Practice Exercise

Multiple choice Questions

Democracy is a form of government in which the
rulers are elected by:
a. rich people

C the king

b. royal famllies
d. the people

When did General Pervez Musharraf lead a military
coup in Pakistan?

a. In October, 1990
c In October, 1989

b. In October, 1985
d. In October, 1999

In which year, General Pervez Musharraf held a
referendum which granted him five years extension
as a President?

a. 2004 b. 2003

¢ 2000 d. 2002

Which country become Independent In 19307

2. Saudl Arabla b. Mexico

c Fiji d. China

In which country women do not have the right to
vote?

0. Estonla
c Fl

b. Saudl Arabla
d. Mexlco

In a democracy, the final declslon-making powaer Is
in hands of those who are:

0. nominoted by the government

b. elected by the people

. autharised by the Presldent to do so

d. authorlsed by the Prime Minister to do so

After which regular intervals, electlons are held in
China for electing the country's Parllament?

a. byears b 4years c Syears d. 7vyears
Since, its Independence in ..., Mexico holds
elections after every six years to elect its President.

a. 1930 b. 1928 ¢, 1935 d. 1947
Why democracy Is better than other forms of
govarnment?

a. It helps In taking right declsiong at right time

b. It allows us to corract our own mistakes

C It puarantees that mistakes cannot be made In
democracy

d. None of the above

is better than a
non-democratic government because:

A democratic government

a. It may and can respond to the people's needs
b. It fulfil all the wishes of people

c itls a more accountable form of government
d. None of the above

Q 1I. In which country did the warst-recorded famine in

Ql2.

Ql3.

Q.

Q 15.

Q 16.

the world history take place?
a. China b. Indla
c. Paklstan d. Zimbabwe

In which period did China face one of the worst
famines that have occurred in the world?

a. 1948-51
b. 195B-61
c. 196B-71
d. 1978-81

Which of the following party always forms the
government in China?

a. Communist Party

b. Morxist Party

¢. China Zhl Gong Party

d. China Democratic League

Identify the incorrect statement(s).

a. In China, electlons are regularly held after every
five-years for electing the country’ Parlament.

b. In China, the government Is always formead by the
Chinese Communist Party.

c. In Mexico, untll 2000, every electlon was wan
by PRI.

d. None of the above

Which organ of the government Is required to
protect the rights of the citizens?

a. Executlve

b. Independent judiclary

¢. Leglslature

d. Army

Which one of the following Is considered as an
accountable form of government?

a. Autocratic government

b. Dictator government

¢. Democratic government

d. Miltary government

ledge BOOSTER

A demacracy requires that the rulers have to attend
to the needs of the people so, It Is a more accountable

form of government.
FN

QL.

The most common form that democracy takes In
our time is that of:

a. unlimited democracy

b. representative democracy

. direct democracy

d. None of the abave
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Q18.

Q19.

Q 20.

Q2L

Q22.

Qas.

Q24

Which of the following features of democracy
/are responsible to improve the quality of
ecision-making?

. Democracy Is based on consultaton and

discussion.
. Democratic decisions always involve many
persons,
c. Declslons are taken after discusslons and
meetings.

d. All of the above

Which of these is an example of perfect democracy?
a. USA b. France

¢. Indla d. None af these

Identify the correct palr.

Column | Column Il

1. Democracy ts | A. Mohatma Gondhl
government of the
people, by the people
and for the people.

2. General Pervez | B. He led a military coup
Musharraf In October 2002 In
Palklstan.
3. Saudl Arabla C. Women had the right
to vote.

D. He was the leader of
the party, ZANU-PF.

b. 2-B € 3=C d. 4-D

The principle that can be applied to any sphere of
life Is:
a. dobate

4. Robert Mugabe

a 1-A

b. 'one person, ane vote’

. democracy

d. None of the above

The principle of democracy is applicable to:

a. right of speech only  b. political rights only

c. any sphere of Ufe d. right to life only

Which one of the following Is not followed in a

democratic form of government?

a. Dignlty of dtzens

b. Assurance of polltical rights to the cltlzens

c. Restriction on freedom of speech and expression

d. Consultation In declslon-making

Identify the incorrect statement about direct

democracy.

a. The will of the state Is expressed directly through
the people themselves.

b. The representatives make lavws on behalf of the
people.

¢. It Is not really suitable for modern national state.

d. It can function only In very small countries.

Q2s5.

Q 26.

Q2.

Qae.

Q 29.

Q 30.

Q3L

Which body in Indian political system is an example
of direct democracy?
a. Munlcipal Corporation b. Panchayat Samiti

¢ Gram Sabha d. Legislative Assembly

Which form of government requlres all citizens to
take part in politics?

a. Monarchy b. Dictatarship

c. One-party government d. Democracy

Who is the ruler of Zimbabwe since independence?
b. Pervez Musharraf

d. Allende

In 1980, Zimbabwe attained independence from:
a. White majority rule b. White minarity rule
¢ Americans d. British rule

The drawback(s) of demaocracy Is/are:

a. Instabllty and delays

b. politiclans fighting among themselves
c corruption

d. All of the above

Study the picture and answer the question that
follows:

a. Pinochet
c. Robert Mugabe

What nelghbouring country of India can the above
cartoon be rolated to?
a. Paldstan

c. Bhutan

b. Nepal

d. Bangladesh

Read the following statements carefully and
choose the correct option:

Stateament (I): Democracy Is a form of governmant
in which the power s vested in a few Individuals.
Statement (l1): Democracy is a form of government
in which the power Is vested In the hands of the
people.

a. Statement (|) is correct and (Il) Is Incorrect.

b. Statement (I) Is Incarrect and (ll) Is correct.

c Both statements are Incarrect.

d. Both statements are carrect.
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nas,

Q 33.

Read the following statements carefully and
choose the correct option:

Statement (I): Democracy is not just about
government of the people but also about
government for the people.

Statement (lI): Democracy ensures that the
government Is responsive to the needs and
aspirations of the people.

a. Staterment (1) is carrect and (ll) is incarrect.

b. Statement (1) Is Incorrect and (ll) Is caorrect.

C. Both statements are incorrect.

d. Both statements are correct

Read the following statements carefully and
choose the correct optlon:

Statement (l): Democracy is a western concept that
cannot be applied in non-western societies.
Statement (Il): Democracy is based on universal
values such as freedom, equality and justice that
are applicable to all societies.

a. Statement (I) is carrect and (ll) Is Incarrect.

b. Statement (1) Is Incarrect and (Il) Is carrect.

c. Both statements are Incorrect.

d. Both statements are correct.

“/ Assertion & Reason Type Questions \)

Directions (Q,Nos. 34-38): In the following questions given
below, there are two statements marked as Assertion (A) and
Reason (R). Read the statements and choose the correct option:

Q 94.

Q 35.

Q3.

Q 38.

a. Both Aggertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and
Reason (R) Is the correct explanation of Assertion
(A).

b. Both Assertlan (A) and Reason (R) are true, but
Reason (R) Is not the correct explanation of
Assartion (A).

c. Assartion (A) Is true, but Reason (R) Is false.

d. Assertlon (A) Is false, but Reason (R) Is true.

Assertion (A): A democratic government Is a better

government because It Is a more accountable form

of govarnment.

Reason (R): Many people have to be consulted

in a democracy and it leads to delays in

decislon-making.

Assartion (A): There Is a lesser possibility of famine

in a democratic country.

Reason (R): People are free to belleve in and

practise any religlon.

. Assertion (A): Democracy provides a method to

deal with differences and conflicts.

Reason (R); Democracy provides the citizens a right
to follow any religion.

Assertion (A): Leaders keep
democracy.

Reasan (R): Elected leaders do not know the best
interest of the people.

Assertion (A): Democracy Improves the quality of
declslon-making.

changing In a

Reason (R): Democracy is based on consultation
and discussion.

o i| Answers '| g

.(d 2 (d 3() 4 (b 5 (b
6.(b) 7.(c) 8 (3 9 (b) 10 (0

M () 12.(b) 13.(a) 14 (d 15 (b)
6.(c) 17.(b) 18.(d) 19.(d) 20. (d)

2. () 22.(c) 23. () 24 (b) 25 (0

26.(d) 27.(c) 28.(b) 29.(d) 30. (a)

3. (b) 32 (d) 33.(b) 34 (b) 35 (b)

36. () 37. (c) 38. (a)

@ Source Based Questions N\

Source 1

QL

Q2

Q8.

Read the sowce given below and answer the
questions that follow by choosing the most
appropriate opfion:

In China, elections are regularly held after every
five-years for electing the country’s Parliament,
called Quunguo Renmin Daibino Dahui (National
People's Congress). The National People’s
Congress has the power to appoint the President of
the country. It has nearly 3,000 members clected
from all over Chinn. Some members are elected by
the army. Before contesting elections, a candidate
needs the approval of the Chincse Communist
Party. Only those who are members of the Chinese
Communist Party or eight smaller parties allied
to it were allowed to contest elections held in
2002-03. The government i8 always formed by the
Communist Party.

Since its independence in 1930, Mexico holds
clections after every six-years to clect its President.
The country has never been under o military or
dictator's rule. But unul 2000 every election
wis won by a party called PRI (Institutional
Revolutionary  Party). Opposition  parties  did
contest elections, but never managed to win. The
PRI was known to use mnny dirty tricks to win
clections.

Name the ParUament of China for which elections
are held after every five-years.

a. Quanguo Renmin Dalblao Dahul

b. Natlonal People's Congress

¢. Botha and b.

d. Chinese Communist Party

How many members are elected from all over China
to National People's Congress?

a. 2.000 b. 3.000 c. 4000 d. 5.000
Which party always form the government in China?
a. China Zhl Gong Party

b. Chinese Communist Party

¢. China Demaocratic League

d. Workers' Democratic Party

b e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e —— — — — —

Get More Learning Materials Here : &

@ www.studentbro.in



Q4.

Q6.

After how many years elections are held in Mexico
) elect its President?
Four b. Five c. Six d. Seven

lentify the incorrect statement about National

eople's Congress.

. It has the power to appoint the President of the
country.

b. It uses many dirty tricks to win the elections.

c. Some of its members are elected by the army.

d. It has nearly 3.000 members elected from all
over China.

There are two statements marked as Assertion (A)

and Reason (R). Read them and choose the correct

option:

Assertion (A): Communist Party always forms the

government in China,

Reason (R): Peaple have to choose the ruling party

and the candldates approved by it.

a. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and
Reason (R) Is the correct explanation of Assertion
(A).

b. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true, but
Reason (R) Is naot the correct explanation of
Agsertlan (A).

c. Assertion (A) is true. but Reasan (R) Is false.

d. Assertion (A) s false. but Reason (R) Is true.

[ A I P

| Answers | o
L(d) 2® 3.0b 4 5(@b 6
Source 2

Read the sowrce given below and answer the
questions that follow by choosing the most
appropriate option:

Zimbnbwe attained independence from White
minority rule in 1980. Since then, the country
has been ruled by ZANU-PF, the party that
led the freedom struggle. [ts leader, Robert
Mugabe, ruled the country since independence.
Elections were held regularly and always won by
ZANU-PF. President Mugnbe was popular
but also used unfair practices in elections.
Over the years his government changed tho
Constitution several times to increase the powers
of the President and make him less accountable,
Opposition party workers were harassed and
their meeting disrupted. Public protests and
demonstrations agninst the government were
declared illegal. There was a law that limited the
right to criticise the President. Television and
radio were controlled by the government and
gave only the ruling party’s version. Thero wero
independent newspapers but the government
harassed those journalists who went against it.
The government ignored some court judgments
that went against it and pressurised judges. He
was forced out of office in 2017.

QL

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

Q5.

Q6.

From which of the following Zimbabwe attained
independence in 19807
a. Black majority rule

C. Mexico

b. White minority rule

d. China

Which party ruled the country, Zimbabwe and led
the freedom struggle since 19807

a. Communist Party

b. Marxlst Party

c. ZANU-PF

d. Instlitutional Revolutionary Party

Who ruled the country since independence of
Zimbabwe?

a. Robert Willlams
c. Plnochet

b. Robert Mugabe
d. Allende

How was there no rule of law under Mugabe's rule?

a. Electlons were won through violence and
harassment of the opposition politiclans. workers
and |ournalists.

b. People found It difficult to get the right to vote.

c There was political competition and power play.

d. Leaders do not know the best Interests of the
people that led to bad declslons.

When was Mugabe thrown out of power from

Zimbabwe?

a. 2015 b. 2016 c. 2017 d. 2018

What was the unfalr proctice used by Mugabe In

elections?

a. Public protests and demonstrations agalnst the
President were declared Illegal.

b. Opposition party warkers veere harsgsed and
thelr meeting disrupted.

¢ There was no rule of law and cltizen's rights were
not respected.

d. All of the above

II Answers ,' E
1. (b) 2 (c) 3.(b) 4 (3) 8.(c) 6. (d)
Source 3

Read the source given below and answer the
questions that follow:

[n Pokistan, General Pervez Musharraf led n
military coup in October 1999. He overthrew a
democratically elected government and declared
himself the 'Chief Executive’ of the country.
Later, he changed his designation to President
and in 2002 held a referendum in the country
that granted him a five year extension. Pakistani
media, human rights organisations and democracy
activists sanid that the referendum was based
on malpractices and fraud. In August, 2002 he
issued o ‘Legal Framework Order’ that amended
the Constitution of Pakistan. According to this
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QL

Ans.

Qe

Ang.

Q3.

Ang.

Order, the President can dismiss the national and
provincial assemblies. The work of the civilian
cabinet 1s supervised by a National Sccurity
Council which is dominated by military officers.
After passing this law, elections were held to the
national and provincial assemblies. So, Pakistan
has had elections, clected representatives have
some powers. But the final power rested with
military officers and General Musharraf himself.

Who said that the referendum held in 2002 was
based on malpractices and fraud?

Pakistanl medla, human rights organisations and
democracy activists sald that the referendum held
In 2002 was based on malpractices and fraud.

What was the motive towards issulng a ‘Legal
Framework Order' in August 20027

General Pervez Musharraf lssued a 'Legal Framewark
Order’ In August 2002 with the motlve to ensure that
he had the ultimate power to declde how he wanted
Pakistan to be rulad.

What were the amendments made in the
Constitution of Pakistan under Legal Framework
Order?
The amendments made In the Constitution of
Pakiston under Legal Framework Order were:
(I) The President can dismiss the nationol or
provinclal assemblies.
(1) The work of the civilians cabinet Is supervised by
a Natlonal Securlty Councll which Is dominated
by miUtary officers.

'/ Very Short Answer type Questions N

QL

Ang.

Q2.

Ans.

Q8.

Ans.

Q4.

Ans.

Qs.

Ans.

What Is direct democracy?
In direct demaocracy. the will of the state Is expressed
directly through the people themselves.

What Is indirect democracy?
In indirect demacracy, the represontatives make
laws an behalf of the people.

Mention any two conditions necessary for the
success of democracy.

The two conditions necessary for the success of
democracy are:

(1) A democratic soclety. (il) Sound leadershlip.

What is meant by political equality?
Political equality means that each adult citizen must
have one vote and each vote must have one value.

Which country out of France, USA, Myanmar and
India is not a true democratic country?

Myanmar Is not a true democratic country because
it is ruled by military rulers.

Q6.

Ans.

Q7.

Ans.

Q8.

Ans.

Q9.

Ans.

Qlo.
Ang.

QLL

Ans,

Q12
Ans.

Q1.

Ans.

Q.

Ans.

Q 15.
Ans,

Q 16.
Ans,

Q17
Ans.

Which Pakistani General led a military coup in
October 19997

The Pakistani General who led a military coup in
October 1999 was General Pervez Musharraf.

What was the designation taken by Pervez
Musharraf for himself when he overthrew the
democratic government of Pakistan in 19997
General Pervez Musharraf declared himself the
Chlef Executlve of Pakistan when he overthrew the
democratic government of Paklstan in 1999,

With what motive did General Pervez Musharraf
issue a 'Legal Framework Order' in August 20027
General Pervez Musharraf Issued a 'Legal Framewrark
Order’ In August 2002 with the motive to ensure that
he had the ultimate power to decide how he wanted
Pakistan to be ruled.

In Mexico, people seem to have cholco, but In
practice this was not true. Why ?

It was because the ruling part (PRI) used dirty tricks
to win the elections.

When did Mexico gat independence?
Mexlco got Independence In 1930.

From 1930, which country holds electlons after
every six years and which has never been under a
military or dictator’s rule?

The country Is Mexico that holds electlons after
every glx years from 1930 and has never been under
a dictator's rule or a milltary rule.

Name the famous political party of Mexico.
The famous political party of Mexico Is Institutional
Revolutionary Party (PRI).

What is the name of the Chinese Parliament?

The name of the Chinese Parllament Is Natlonal
People's Conpress (‘Quanguo Renmin Dalblao Dahul
In Chinese Mandarin language).

Who has the power to appoint the Presldent In
China?

The Natlonal People's Congress has the power to
appalnt the President In China.

Which Is the most common form of democracy?
‘Representative Democracy’ Is the most comman

farm of democracy. In this form, the majority of
people rule through elected representatives.

What Is a referendum?
A referendum Is a vote In which the electorate can
express a view on a partlcular Issue of public pollcy.

What is recall procedure? When is it used?
Recall Is a procedure by which public officers may
be removed from office vote of the people.

It is used in relation to the legislators and executive
officlals.
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Q18. When was Nigeria became independent and
tpublic?
igeria becamme independent In 1960 and became a
publc in 1963.

'hat is the role of citizen in promoting democracy?

a democracy. every cltizen should be able to pay
equal role in decision-making, For this, the citizen
not only needs an equal right to vote but also equal
Information, baslc education, equal resources and a
lot of cammitment.

Q 20. Give any one argument against democracy.
Ans. Leaders keep changing in a democracy. This leads to
Instabllty.

Q 21. Following cartoon is about the Iraqi election held
after Saddam Husseln's regime was overthrown. He
is shown behind the bars.

AN ot 2,’{#.@{

What Is the cartoonist saylng here?

Ans. In one of the quotation of the cartoon, the cartoonlst
tells us about the equallty of the right to vote and
equal value of each man's vote. In anather quatation,
he soys thot the dictator, mostly prefers the situntion
when he Is the only man to declde any matter by his
only vote.

Q22. "A minister sald that some laws have to be
passed by the parliament in order to conform
to the regulations declded by the World Trade
Organisation.”

Above statement contalns a democratic and
an undemocratic element. Write out the two
saeparately.

Ans. The fact that the laws need to be passed by the
parllament Is democratic, while conformation to the
WTO regulations Is undemocratic.

" Short Answer Type Questions N

Ql What is democracy? Glve examples of non-
democratic countries.

Ans. Democracy is a form of government in which the
representatives elected by the people In a country
sit together to take decislons. Elections are held to
choose the representatives and native people or

citizens are allowed to particlpate In the electlons.
Some non-democratic cauntries are Msﬁanmar. Saudi
Arabla, etc.

Q2. What Is direct democracy ?

Ang. Direct democracy ks that form of government In
w/hich people directly participate In the affalrs of the
state. Its features are:

(1) In it. public opinion Is expressed directly In
assemblies ar meetings.
(ii) Allthe adult citizens have the right to participate
In the meetings of the Assembly where all
the laws are passed. taxes are assessed and
appointments to execute the decisions taken in
the Assembly are made.
() Now-p-days, this eystem Is poaglble only In a
few cantons of Switzerland and some states In
USA
TiP:
It Is better to explain the features In points rather

than In paragraph. Do not forget to glve examples of
countries having direct democracy.

Q 3. What Is indirect democracy ?

Ans. Under this system, people elect thelr representatives
far a speclfic period vho run the adminigtration.
Some of its features are:

() If representatives do not work according to the
wishes of the people and for thelr welfare. they
are changed at the time of next electlons.

(I) People do not directly take part In the affalrs of
the gtates. They elect thelr representatives who
conduct the affairs of the states.

(I} It exists In Indla, England, USA and France.

Q 4. Why Pakistan may not be called a democracy under
General Pervez Musharraf?
Ans. Pakistan under Pervez Musharraf may not be called a
democracy because of the below mentioned reasons:
(I) People may have elected thelr representatives
to the natlonal and provinclal assembles but
thosa elected representatives ware not rulers.
(If) The power to take final declslon rested with the
army officlals or with General Musharraf and
none of them were elected by the people.
(I} They formally have an elected Parlament and
government but the real power Is with those
who are not elected.

Q5. What steps were taken by General Pervez Musharraf
in Pakistan to empower/enhance himself?
Ans. He took the following steps to enhance his power:
(I) In August 2002. he Issued a ‘Legal Framework
Order’ that amended the Constitutlon of Pakistan.
Accarding to this order. the President can
dismlss the natlonal or provinclal assembles.
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() The work of the Civilan Cablnet was to be

supervised by a National Security Council which

was dominated by military officers.

owledge BOOSTER

In October 1999, General Musharraf came to power
after attempting a military coup. He overthrew a
/7 democratically elected government and declared

51 himself the Chlef Executive of the country.

Q 6. How elections in India are different from Mexico?
Ans. The elections in Indla and Mexico are different This
v/l be clear from the below mentloned points:

(I) Bath the countries have a multl-party system.
But. in case of India. the political parties in
power often lose electlons whereas in case of
Mexico. the PRI did not lose a single electlon for
more than 70 years.

(1) Elections In Indla are held after every five years
whereas In case of Mexico. the elections are
held after every six years.

(Ii) Government officlals work under the Election
Commisglon during the election dbys in Indin
whereas this Ie not true for Mexico.

Q7. Giving the example of Mexico, prove that although
having a democratic system, they ware not
practising democracy.

Ang. Since, Its Independence In 1930, Mexico holds
elactions every aix years to elect thelr President
But until 2000. every election was won by a party
called PRI Opposltion parties contested electlons,
but never managed to win. The PRI was known to
uge several unfalr tricks to win elections.

(I) The PRI gpent large amounts aof maoney In
campaign for its candidates.

(Il) Booths were shifted from one place to another
In the last minute, which made It difficult for the
people to cast thelr votes.

This proves that although Mexico hod a
democratic system, they vrere not practising
democracy.

g8 BOOSTER
The Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRl was

founded In 1929 and held power uninterruptedly In
7+ the country for 71 years.

Q 8. 'InChina, elections are regularly held after five years
for electing the country's Parllament, still it cannot
be called a democratic country! Glve reasons.

OR
‘Elections In China do not represent people's
verdict. Explain.

Ans. In China. electlons are held regularly after five

years for electing the country's Parllament. called
Quanguo Renmin Dalblao Dahul (National People's

Congress) but stlll It cannot be called a democratic
country because of the below mentloned reasons:
() Before contesting elections. a candldate needs
the approval of the Chinese Communist Party.
() Only those, vho are members of the Chinese
Communist Party or eipht smaller parties allied
to it are allowed to contest elections.

(i) The government is always faormed by the
Chinese Communist Party.

Q9. Mention the freedoms that are usually taken
away when democracy Is overthrown by a military
regime.

Ans. The freedoms that are usually taken away when
democracy Is averthrown by a military regime are:

(I) The people will have no freedom of speech and
expression.

() The rulers do not have to act according to
the wishes of the people in a non-demacratic
government. Thelr needs can be Ignored by the
military ruler.

(iif) The same ruler or the ruling party can rule
the country for a very long time In @ miltary
regime.

(Iv) The political freedom of the citizen Is completely
denled in a military repime. They con't form
polltical assoclations or organise protests.

Q10. The princlple of ‘One Person, One Vote, One Value'

is not followed in every country. Elaborate.

Ang. The princlple of 'One Parsan, One Vate', One Valug [6
not followed In many countrles. Some of them are
as follows:

(1) In Saudl Arabla, womaen da not have the right to
vote.

() Estonla has made its cltizenshlp rules In such a
waoy that people belonging to Russian minority
find It difficult to get the right to vote.

(I) In Fiji. the electoral system Is such that the vate
aof an Indigenous Fl|l has more value than that of

an Indlan-Fijlan.

Q1L Why the ruling party in Zimbabwe cannot be
considered as democratic?

Ans. InZimbabwe, the rullng party ZANU-PF and Its leader,
Rabert Mugabe cannot be considered as democratic
because of the below mentioned reasons:

(I) To enhance his power and to make the Presldent
less accountable. the government has changed
the Constltution several times In Zimbabwe.

(i) There is no freedom of press. Journalists and
workers of the opposltion party are harassed.
Television and radio broadcast only the views of

the ruling party.

(ili) Government ignores the [udgement of the court

g_nd |udges.
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Q 12. '‘Democracy is all about political competition and
lower play. There is no scope for morality' Justify
he statement.

‘he glven statement can be justified as fallows:

(i) Democracy leads to corruption as it Is based on
electoral competition. Elections can be won by
muscle power, money power or bath.

() Most of the elected leaders do not know the
best interests of the people due to which many
virong decislons are being made.

(iif) At various levels. people have to be consulted
in a democratic government due ta which
declslons get delayed.

TiP
Students are required to give justification of muscle
power in democracy through examples.

Q13. 'Democracy improves the quality of declsion-
making. Explain.

Ang. Democracy Improves the quallty of declsion-making
in the following manner:

(I) Democracy Is based on consultation and
discussion. A democratic  declslon  always
involves many persons. discussions  and
meetings.

() When a number of people put thelr heads
topether, they are able to paint out possible
mistakes In declsions.

(i) Decislon-making takes time In democracy. But
there Is a blg advantage In taking time over
Important declslong. It reducea the chances of
rash or Irresponslible declslons.

"/ I-Ullg Answer Type Questions \)

Q1. State any five characteristics of democracy.
Ans. The following are the characteristics of democracy:
() Only leaders elected by people rule the country
and take all malor declslons.
(Il) People have the freedom to express views.
freedom to organise and freedom to protest
(Ill) Elections offer a cholce and falr opportunity to
the people to change the current rulers.

the people an an equal basls.

(v) The exerclse of this cholce leads to the formation
of a government Umited by baslc rules of the
Constitution and citizens' rights.

Q 2. What are the merits of democracy?
Ans. The followlng are the merits of democracy:

(I) Ademocratic government [s a better government
because it is a more accountable form of
government.

(I) Democracy Improves the qualty of declslon-
making because a democratic decision always
Involves many persons, discussions  and
meetings.

(i) In any sodety, people are bound to have
differences of oplnions and interests.
Democracy provides a method to deal with
differences and conflicts.

(lv) Democracy enhances the dignity of citizens.

(v) Democracy allows us to correct our own
mistakes.

Q3. What do you mean by representative democracy?
Why is it becoming the most common form of
government in modern times?

Ans. Representatlve democracy Is a type of democracy
based on the principle of elected representatives
representing a group of people as opposed to direct

democrag

Itis becoming the most common form of government

In modern times becouse of the followlng reagons:

(i) Representative democracy makes better sense
of the needs and demands of the people and
canvert them Into practical actlon plans.

(ii) 1t considers the needs and demands of the
minorities as well as depressed classes so. thelr
helplagsneds Is ramoved.

(i) Representatives and political parties are able
to arbltrate between the different pressure
groups and different soctions of soclety.

(Iv) Representative democracy allows us to elect
representatives having knowledge of specific
sublects of Interest and thua can take declslons

accordingly.

Q4. Explain main challenges to democracy.
Ans. The following are the main challenges to demaocracy.
(I) The most serlous challenge In democracy Is
the prowing soclal and economic Inequality
among, the people. Although all the citizens
hawe the right to vote and fight elections, only
rich people have a chance to win the electlon.

() The role of antl-soclal elements has Increased
very much during the elections. Voters are
coerced to vote for a particular candlidate
or a party. Rigging also takes place during
elections.

(1) In many democratic countries of the world.
political leaders and government officlals are
corrupt, dishonest and Inefficlent. As a result.
people do nat take interest in elections and
have no falth In government officlals.

(lv) Castelsm and communalsm are other big
challenges In many democratic countries Uke
Indla. Representatives elected on the basls
of caste or religlon wark for the welfare of
the people belonging only to thelr caste or
religlon.

(v) All the decislons are to be approved and
discussed in the Parliament and many people
and Institutions are to be consulted. Sao. It
leads to delays In decislon-making.
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Q6.

Ang,

Explain with an example how popular governments
can be undemocratic and popular leaders can be
autocratic.

Since, its independence In 1980. Zimbabwe has been
ruled by ZANU-PF, the party that led the freedom
struggle. Its leader, Robert Mugabe, ruled the country
upto 2017. Elections hawve been held regularly and
alvrays vron by ZANU-PF. President Mugabe Is popular
but also uses unfair practices In elections. Over the
years, his government has changed the Constitution
geveral times to increase the powers of the President
and make him less accountable.

Opposition party workers are harassed and their
meetings are disrupted. Public protests and
demonstrations agalnst the government were

declared illegal There was a law that limits the right

to criticise the Presldent. Televislon and radlo were

controlled by the government and broadcasted anly

the rullng partys verslons.

The actions of President Mugabe show that popular

governments can be undemaocratic and popular

leaders can be autocratic.

What ware the dirty tricks used by the Institutional

Revolutionary Party (PRI) to win electlons in

Mexico?

The PRIused many dirty tricks to win all the elections

from 1930 till 2000 which are:

(I) ALl those who were employed In governmant

offices hod to attond its party meeting,

(II) Teachers of government schools used to force
parants to vote for tho PRI

(Il) Media criticlsed the opposition parties
but largely Ignored tholr actlvities and good
efforts.

(lv) The PRI spent a large sum of money In the
campalgn for Its candidates and to manipulate
the elections.

(v) Sometimes the polling booths were shifted
from one place to anather without any prior
notice. Thus, the party trled to hamper the
electlon procedure.

Q7. Differentiate between the democratic and

non-democratic government.

Ans. Difference  between the democratic and

non-democratic government are:

5. Basls of Demacratic | Non-democratic

No. Difference Government Government

(1) | Accountabllty | It Is the best The rulers are
form of not accountable
government as | to the people
the rulers are and their needs.
accountable to
the people and
have to fulfil
their needs.

(ii) | Authority In demacratic | In non-
governments. | democratic
people elect governments.
their rulers and | people do not
hawve right in elect their rulers
declslon- and have no
making. right In

declslon-making.

() | Role of The Parllament | The Parlament

Parllament Is o separate cannot paGs
body and hag a law about
no Interferance | the army
from army. without the

consent of
the chief of
army.

(iv) | Rightto Vote | The right to The citizens
vate Is avall- of the country
able for all have no
citizena. right to

vote.

(v) | Basls Democracy s | Non-democratic
based on governmant
consultation. Is based

on
dictatarship.

& Chapter Test

Multiple Choice Questions

QL

....... is a form of government in which the rulers are
elected by the people.

a. Dictatorship

b. Non-democratic government

c Democracy

d. Monarchy

Q 2. Which party always won elections In Mexlico since
its Independence in 1930 till 20007

a. Revolutionary Party

b. Mexican Revolutionary Party

c. Institutional Revolutionary Party
d. Institutional Party
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Q4.

Qs.

Vhich party has ruled Zimbabwe since its
1dependence and who is its ruler?

I. ZANU-PF, Rabert Mugabe

.. ZANU-PF, Kenneth Kaunda

.. Zimbabwe Freedom Party. Nelson Mandela
d. Zimbabwe Party. P Johnson

Which body In Indian political system Is an example
of direct democracy?

a. Zila Parishad b. Panchayat Samiti

c. Gram Sobha d. Vidhan Sabha
Democracy improves the quality of declslon-
making because:

a. decisions are taken by educated people.

b. declslons are taken by consultation and discusslon
c. declslons are taken over a loang perlod of time.

d. all declslons are approved by the |udiclary.

Assertion and Reason Type Questions

_ s m—e—e—-——————r——_—-—-r—_-r-:G—--_-Gr-:r-_-—-—|,:r-r-—rGr—-—:-—-r-—-rr-—-—-—r—-:—r-.-_,,-—-—----—-—--— "7

Directlons (Q.Nos. 6-7): In the following questlons given below,
there are two statements marked as Assertion (A) and Reason
(R). Read the statements and choose the correct option:

Q6.

Q7.

a. Bath Agsertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and
Reason (R) Is the correct explanation of Assertion
(A).

b. Bath Agsertion (A) and Reason (R) are true. but
Reason (R) Is not the correct explanation of
Assertion (A).

c. Assortlon (A) Is true. but Reason (R) Is false.

d. Agsertlon (A) Is false, but Reason (R) Is true.
Assertion (A): Leaders keep changing in a
democracy.

Reason (R): Elected leaders do not know the best
Interest of the people.

Assertion (A): Rulers and the ruled both are
responsible for making an Ideal democracy.
Reason (R): The cltizens of a country cannot turn a
simple democracy Into a good democracy.

Source Based Question

Q8.

Read the source given below and answer the questlons
that follow:

The example of Zimbabwe shows that popular
approval of the rulers is necessary in a democracy,
but it is not sufficient. Popular governments can be
undemocratic. Popular leaders can be autocratic. If
we wish lo agsess a democracy, it is important to
look at the clections, But it is equally important to
look before and after the elections. There should
be sufficient room for normal political activity,

()
(i

(iil)

including political opposition, in the period before
elections. This requires that the state should respect
some basic rights of the citizen. They should be
free to think, to have opinions, to express these in
public, to form associations, to protest and take
other political actions. Everyone should be equal
in the eyes of law. These rights must be protected
by an independent judiciary whose orders are
obeyed by everyone.

What can be inferred from the example of
Zimbabwe that attalned Independence in 19807
The should be sufficlent room for normal political
actlvity in the perlod before elections. Justify the
statement giving two arguments.

Mentlon the rights which every citizen of a
democratic government should get.

Very Short Answer Type Questions

Q9.
Q0.
QL.

Q1z.

How did Pervez Musharraf declare himself the
‘Chlef Executive' of the country?

What happened after the passage of the Legal
Framework Order?

Compare the democratic system In China with that
in Mexico.

What Is the significance of the rule of law and
respect for rights in democratic country?

Short Answer Type Questions

Q13.

Q 14.

QIs.

Q 16.

‘In Pakistan, people elect their representatives to
the natlonal and provinclal assemblies but still
it cannot be called a democratic country. Give
reasons.

Why are China and Saudi Arabla non-democratic
countries though they declare themselves as
democracles? State one reason for cach of the
countries.

'Democracy is considered the best form of
government and Is clearly better than any other
alternative’ Mentlon three relevant points to show
what it offers.

Explain the major arguments against democracy.

Long Answer Type Questions

Q.

Q18.

Why can't the democratic set up In China be called
a true democracy? Explain.

Distinguish between the democratic and non-
democratic governments.

L
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